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The life of the Prophet Ayyub, upon
whom be peace, stands out universally
as one of the most inspiring examples of
patience intimes of hardship.

The Prophet Ayyublivedin Huran in
Syria near Damascus. Thereisa
mosque in Damascus today named after
him. Itisaboutthree milesfromthe
town of Nawa.

Forabout ninety years, the Prophet
Ayyub spread Allah’swordand
obeyed Allah’s commands.




Allah made him wealthy and gavehim
children. Ayyub offered food to the
hungry, and he gave waterto the
thirsty. He gave shelterto the orphans
and helped the weak and the oppressed.

People saw that Ayyub worshipped
Allah and thanked Him for making
himrichand granting him favors, The
wealthierhebecame, the morehe
worshipped Allah and themore he
gave o thoseinneed.




Nothing, neither his growing wealth
nor the responsibilities of beinga
parent, could prevent him from doing
all he could to win the favor of Allah.

Thepeople could not understand that
Ayyubwasnot distracted by hiswealth
orsons. Heconstanfly called Allah’s
name and warned the people about
disobedience to Allah. Aboveall, he
was kind to his parentsand gentle to his
workers. He clothed the naked, freed
those imprisoned unjustly and helped
anyone elseinneed.




Butthe people were spiteful and
suggested that Ayyub worshipped
Allah only to maintain hiswealth.

They started rumors suggesting that if
Ayyub lost hiswealth, he would stop
obeying and worshipping God.

Ayyub simply ignored the rumors.




But Allah wanted to make Ayyubinto
the model believer, into the outstanding
example of the patient man, so He
struck him with great adversity.

All of Ayyub’smoney disappeared, his
friendsand family deserted him and his
health deteriorated somuch thathe
could noteven stand up ormove
without great effort.

http://mujahid.xtgem.com




The people saw him suffer, and they
expressed their opinionsaccording to
their own selfish notions. Some said
thathe wasnotreallya prophetand that
he only pretended to worship Allah.

Othersbelieved that if Allah was
supposed to remove hardship and give
favors, aprophet like Ayyubshould
deserve more than anyone else to be
saved from such trials.
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Thehypocritessaid that Allahwas
punishing Ayyub fo make his enemies
happy and his friendsunhappy and that
Ayyub deserved such hardship. They
believed that Ayyubwould lose his
faith, butthey were wrong.

Ayyubremained therighteous
believer. The few whobelievedin
Ayyubasked Allah toreward himand
to give him back hishealth,
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Theyadmired Ayyub’s patience during
histrials, and they thought perhaps
Ayyubwas even pleased by his
misfortune, afterall, Allah had said that
man was born to undergo hardship so
that,

“Hemighttry you, which of youisbest
in conduct."

By giving hardship to Ayyub, Allah
wasallowing himto offer even greater
praiseto Allah.
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Aftersevenyears, Ayyub still suffered
fromthisillness. He became weakand
pale. Hissicknessworsened, his flesh

began to decay and fall off.

When thishappened, even his parents,
hissons, and his friends deserted him.
The only person who stayed with him
was his caring, loyal wife.
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Ayyub’swife hadkeptherword. She
was thankful forwhat they had and she
was patient. Sheignored whatthe
people said. Herwill wasstrong, and it
did not weaken with the remarks of
strangers orrelatives. Loyal andloving,
she still continued taking care of her
husband.

But evil people do not give up without
trying to sow their evil seeds,
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They insist onplanting evilin the good
earth and causing furmoil in pure souls,
and unforfunately, they often do their
workwell, Repeatedly, they tried to
make Ayyub’s wife annoyed about his
condition, urging her constantly to
leavehim.

For once hiswife wasbeset by doubt, so
sheasked him, "How come Allah has
inflicted you with such hardship?
Where isyour health, where are your
parentsand your friends! Whereare
youryouth, your strength and your
determination!”

http://mujahid.xtgem.com



Ayyubreplied patiently, "Beware, my
wife, Satan is influencing you. Areyou
goingto cry overtherichesweno
longer have and the children whono
longerare with ust"

“The hardship we have suffered has
gone on long enough, " hiswife
objected. “Why don’tyouaskyour
God torelieve you from your troubles?”

Ayyublooked atherin surprise. “For
howlong did we have an easy lifet" he
asked.,

“Forty years," shereplied.
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"Forhowlonghave we suffered
hardship?" Heasked her.

“Seven years," she said.

"Shame on you to suggest that | ask God
torelieve me from my trials,” Ayyub
replied. "l am surprised and
disappointed to hear you falk like this.
Your faith hasweakened, if youare no
longer content with theWill of God."

14
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Then Ayyubbecameangry.

"Goawayandleave me. Goaway
until Allah’s will hascome to pass.”

So the people who plotted against
Ayyubhad finally succeeded in causing
himand hiswife to be seperated. The
dissatisfied and depressed wife left her
husband, alone in his misery with his
his sickness and his pains.

15
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Attheheight of hishardship, Ayyub
then called to Allah,

“Distress has seized me. But Youare the
most Merciful of the Merciful.”

Whatabeautiful prayer] Ayyubwas
so patient thathe did not make the
slightest suggestion for Allah tolessen
his pain. He was the respectful
worshipper who was not angry about
hissituation. He puthistrustin Allah,
confident that Allah knows

everything.
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When Ayyub called to Allah with
such faith, Allahanswered his prayer
and putan end to hishardship: “SoWe
listened tohimand Weremoved the
distress that was on him, and We
restored his people to him, and doubled
theirnumberasa Grace from ourselves,
and a thing for commemoration, forall
whoserve Us." He ordered Ayyubto
strike the ground with his feet.

Miraculously, a spring gushed out.
Ayyubhad enough waterto drinkand
towash with.
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Afterhe drank water from the spring,
herecovered his healthand strength,
and he feltbetterthan he everdid
before. Hebowed to Allah, thanking
Him forsuchagift. Ayyub feltmore
secure than everbefore. Allahhad
promised to return his family and
wealth, This caused Ayyubtorespect
and worship Allah with great
dedication. Not surprisingly, Ayyub’s
wife could notbear to be separated from
himanymore.
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She wentback with the intention of
servingand caring foraninvalid, butto
heramazement, in front of her, she saw
astrong healthy man.

Shelooked athimand did noteven
recognize him. Afterawhile, she
approached himand asked with some
confusion,

“Asick, old manusedtolive here.
Have youseen him? Do youknow
anything abouthimi”

19
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Ayyubgazedathergently, thenhe
replied, "Have youreyesbecome so
weak thatyou cannot seewhois
standing in front of you?”

Shewasindeed surprised by this voice,
the voice of herbeloved husband. Yes,
this washerhusband Ayyubwhohad
once more regained hishealth. Shewas
crying and thanking Allah for His
mercy, then she asked forhis
forgiveness.
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Allahinspired Ayyubto take hiswife
back. Helovedher, andshehad been
loyal tohim. Hewouldrecoverthe
loving wife who had spent nights
taking care ofhim during his sickness.

Allah rewarded Ayyub for his
patience: his family returned to him,
and he received twice the amount of
wealth he had before.
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So, forthe prophetsand indeed all of
mankind, Ayyub’ssituation wasan
example of Allah’smercyanda

memorial for people who understand.
As Allah says,

"And make mention, O Muhammad,

_ of Ourworshipper Ayyubwhenhe
criedto his Lordand said, ‘The Evil One
hasafflicted me with distressand
suffering.””
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"*The command was given

"Strike with your foot. Hereis[water]
with which towash, cooland
refreshing,

and [water] to drink. And Wegave
him [back] his people and doubled their
numberasa Grace from Ourselves,
anda matter forremembering, forall
who have Understanding.

24
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During hisillnesswhen hiswife
decidedtoleave Ayyub, hehadin
anger, made an oath towhip his wifea
hundred times. Ayyubno longer felt
thisangerand Allah said,

"Takein thy hand a bundle of twigsand
strike once, and do not break [thy oath].
Truly We found him full of patienceand
constancy how excellentin Qur
servicel Everdid he turn [to Us]!"
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Ayyub, uponwhombe peace, wasa
truly faithful servant to Allah. His
strength and steadfast perseverancein
the face of adversity are an inspiration
andalessontoall believers. Thisiswhy
the story of the Prphet Ayyubisone
that can be told and retold.

26

http://mujahid.xtgem.com




GLOSSARY

DAMASCUS... alarge city in Syria
inhabited from ancient times

EVILONE, THE... Satan, the
Rejected

HURAN...alandin Syria near
Damascus

MUHAMMAD... the Lastand
Greatest of the Prophets, upon himand
all ofthembe peace
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NAWA...asmall town onthe
outskirts of Damascus

SYRIA.... thenorth western part of the
Avrabian peninsula
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